
Katerina Šedá: Líšeň Profile 

Millennium Gallery, Sheffield 

2 March – 30 May 

Katerina Šedá is one persuasive woman. Either that, or there’s something she isn’t telling us 

about her latest project, Líšeň Profile on show at the Millennium Gallery this spring. Made up 

of the facial profiles of 500 participants whose facial profile best reflects the landscape of the 

town, Šedá calls into question crucial dimensions of daily life – interpersonal relationships, 

individual and collective identity and the production of meaning in differing cultural 

contexts.  With Líšeň Profile, Šedá has both commissioned and curated a fascinating 

investigation into a community’s relationship to her hometown of Líšeň in the Czech 

Republic. 

Working with over 500 participants from across the Czech Republic and the people of Líšeň 

the installation tells an intricately woven story; the centre of the town of Líšeň was once 

marked by the market place, the focal point of which was a church – however, much like 

when Tesco opened a store in a place of worship – a supermarket suddenly appeared on the 

square. Šedá’s aim is to document how such physical changes affected relationships within 

the community. 

At first glance, the volume of drawings on display is overwhelming and their context unclear. 

However, this exhibition is just as much about the participants as the artist herself. In fact, 

exploring the additional elements of the exhibition confounded my initial expectations of the 

work. Šedá’s has worked with all areas of the community to produce this work which adds an 

element of the unknown to the show – which drawing is by a professional artist, which is by a 

blind person and which is by the blind professional artist?   

As the heart of the community is dispersed, Šedá has reunited a splintered community 

through the creation of a new shared experience.  It’s an inspiring project and one which 

makes you wish you were part of it. Perhaps not the one with a facial profile that looked more 

like a mountain range though. 
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